TRUE  BASIS OF  MORALITY.
pleased."   This variety is inevitable from the nature of the case, for the books were written at long intervals of time; they incorporate many of the ancient and impure traditions of the early txges  of the world, and they reflect, one after another,  the  gradual  purification  and  civilisation  of the people of whose literature they form the most important part There is, therefore, nothing to be surprised at in the vary-   " ing morality of the Bible; rather, it is just what was to be expected.    And  this  has  been  seen in another light by liberal Christian commentators, and the most thoughtful Christian students have pointed out that the revelation of God's will given in the Bible is a gradual revelation, because of the  " hardness of men's hearts," and that the light had to win its way slowly through the heavy clouds of human ignorance and folly.    The morality of Genesis is lower than that of Romans, and the law of Moses is far inferior to the moral code attributed to Jesus of Nazareth.    The fact of the supercession of the Jewish polity, and the installation in its room of the "kingdom of heaven," whose principles are sketched out in the Sermon on the Mount, shows that the morality of the Bible is not at one with itself throughout, but is essentially progressive and ascending.    It is well to notice this, although I would  not for a moment be understood to mean, that personally I attach any weight to the systems of morality found in the Bible, above that which is due to all honest efforts of human thought; but in order to see that, although their own book sanctions moral growth, yet Christians are inconsistent enough to check the moral development of the race at the death of the immediate followers of Jesus.    Here  they build up a barrier over which morality for ever may not pass; here they mould an iron casing, beyond which morality may never grow.    The deeds and thoughts stamped with the signet of Jesus and his Apostlesare to be, for evermore, the highest virtues of morality; those, on the other hand, on which they frowned, are to be, for evermore, reprobated and accursed.   If, however, morality is to be accepted on authority at #//, it seems necessary to admit the soundness of the Christian position, and to allow that the tides of human morality can never rise higher than they did in Judasa eighteen hundred years ago.    To the Western nations no moral authority is so venerable as that of the Bible, and no other book has so great a prescriptive claim on our obedience.    If we reject this authority, there is  no  other authority  to which we can  logically defer; we may struggle to make good our footing on some other